Mellon Dissertation Fellowship for Latin American/Caribbean Research
The Mellon Dissertation Fellowship recognizes excellence in graduate work by UNC-CH graduate students working on dissertation research in Latin America or the Caribbean.  The fellowship will support dissertation research and/or writing by outstanding doctoral candidates.  The competition is merit-based and open to all disciplines and themes. As part of this competition, students may also be considered for the William Wilson Brown Dissertation Fellowship and the Luis Quirós Varela Award Graduate Student Travel Fund.  Award range: $1500-3,000.
Priorities: 
· Projects that involve an interdisciplinary dimension to the work.

· Demonstrated interest in Latin America/Caribbean. 

· Students not previously funded by ISA for the same research.

Eligibility:
· UNC-CH students engaged in dissertation research or writing between May 15- August 15. 
· Students who have successfully passed comprehensive exams and defended the dissertation prospectus by the time of the award. 
Competition/Funding:
The competition is merit-based and open to all disciplines and themes.  Proposals must be well-crafted and students should have a strong academic record. The fellowship may cover travel to and living expenses in Latin America, the Caribbean or other research sites in the United States or it may support dissertation writing in the United States. The fellowship can only be used in the award period for which it is given. The number of awards, and the amount of each, will be determined by the number of meritorious applications received and the availability of funds. Any research involving human or animal subjects must be approved by the Institutional Review Board. No funds will be paid until documentation of proper IRB training and project approval or exemption.
Reporting: A final report is required after completion of the grant period. Students are also required to attend one student orientation event to share their experience with future applicants. Selected students may also be asked to present at the ISA Graduate Research Symposium. 
Where to Submit:









Institute for the Study of the Americas



All submissions due by 5pm EST
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill


on the posted due date. 
3200 FedEx Global Education Center, CB 3205

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3205
Attention: Mellon Dissertation Fellowship

Submit Electronic and 4 Collated Hard Copies:
1. Mellon Dissertation Fellowship Application Form (fully completed and signed);
2. Project abstract (no more than 100 words);
3. Curriculum Vitae

4. Project proposal (no more than five double-spaced pages of text, plus a one-page bibliography);
5. A current UNC-CH transcript that includes the most recent Fall grades (print out from Student Center or an official transcript "issued to student" allowed);
6. A letter of recommendation from the applicant’s advisor (original should be placed in a sealed envelope by your recommender and forwarded to ISA or sent by the advisor directly to riefkohl@email.unc.edu; it will be copied by ISA to complete your application).
