Independent Study in Latin American Studies (LTAM 396)

What is an Independent Study?  The Independent Study course may be a special research project, directed study on a specific topic or theme, or experiential learning internship that allows the student to focus on a subject that is not currently offered in the regular curriculum. Course credit for this course is variable (1, 2, or 3 credits) depending on the proposed activity. 
The student will design the course in collaboration with a faculty advisor who is willing to oversee the student’s progress over the semester. To demonstrate that the independent study course is equivalent to a regular one, two or three credit course, the student must file an Independent Study Application at Latin American Studies that includes:
· Completed and signed Independent Study Application Form

· Course description and requirements approved by the faculty advisor who will oversee the Independent Study

· Bibliography (if applicable)

· Timeline (e.g., project deadlines, meeting schedule, mid-semester progress evaluation)

· Grading criteria

Student Eligibility: Prior to registration for LTAM396: Independent Study students must demonstrate that they meet the following minimum requirements:

· An overall GPA of 3.0 

· A major GPA of 3.25, typically these will be courses counting toward the Latin American Studies major

· Successful completion of a seminar course or research project

Students who do not meet these eligibility requirements may present an appeal to the Latin American Studies Director of Undergraduate Studies. 

Enrollment Limitations: No more than 6 hours of Independent Study credit may be used to fulfill major requirements. 

Sponsorship Requirement: It is the responsibility of the student to arrange sponsorship with a faculty advisor prior to registering for LTAM396. Students who are not sure who to work with should talk to the Latin American Studies Director of Undergraduate Studies. 

Prior to meeting with the faculty advisor or the Latin American Studies DUS, we recommend that the student prepare a brief description (one to two pages) that succinctly addresses the topic of the proposed independent study and any relevant knowledge the student may already possess on this topic. In addition to agreeing on the proposed topic, the student and the faculty advisor must agree on:

· Regular meeting schedule 

· Project deadlines and requirements

· Mid-semester progress evaluation

· Grading criteria 

The Independent Study Application (see attached) must be signed by the student and the faculty advisor and filed with the Latin American Studies DUS during the early registration period or at the beginning of the semester. Once approved by Latin American Studies, the student will be eligible to enroll in LTAM396.

Independent Study Application in Latin American Studies

	Course number:  
	______________________
	Credit Hours (for LTAM 391)    ___________

	Student’s Name: ________________________
	Class Year (e.g., senior): _________________

	PID#:  ________________________________
	Major:  _______________________________

	Overall GPA:___________________________
	Major GPA: ___________________________

	School Address: ________________________________________________________________

	Email: ________________________________
	Telephone: ____________________________

	Permanent Address: _____________________________________________________________

	Permanent Email: _______________________
	Permanent Telephone:  __________________

	Faculty Advisor for the Proposed Independent Study:   _________________________________

	Previous seminar course or research project, professor and grade earned that support the 

independent study work proposed: _________________________________________________


On separate pages please provide a brief description (one to two pages) of the proposed content of the Independent Study. Include as appropriate: the topic, assignments, readings, scheduled meetings and/or planned activities, deadlines, requirements, mid-semester evaluation, and grading criteria. 

Note: This form is not valid unless signed by the student and the faculty advisor:

	Student Name (please type or print): ____________________________
	Date: ____________

	Student Signature:  __________________________________________
	Date: ____________

	Faculty Advisor Name (please type or print):  _____________________
	Date: ____________

	Faculty Advisor Signature: ____________________________________  
	Date: ____________


Submit two copies of the application and the supporting documentation to Beatriz Riefkohl Muñiz, Associate Director and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Institute for the Study of the Americas, 3200 Fed Ex Global Education Center, Campus Box 3205, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3205. 

For ISA Use Only:

Approved: [   ]   Disapproved: [   ]            
Explanation:

Further Action: 

